Entrepreneurs: Let BizFilings do the work
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Joseph Bartel describes himsell as & serial entrapreanaur.

The 28-year-old Sarazota resident has dabbled in everything from real estate to a new product he said will revolutisnize
the plastics industry, He wan't say what it i5 until he gats the idea patented,

Bartel pperates under a limited liability corporation called Elliot Watsen Companies LLE, But each time Bartel begins a
naw venture, he farms an affshoot LLC.

& company called BizFilings has helped him with that process, which can be intensive in terms of paperwork and
packground checks o ensure the desired company name has not already been teken.

“I've aotually wsed BizFilings for Six or seven registretions. I'm & repeat offender,” Bartel said. "Their ability to deliver
what they say they can deliver Is good.*

Earl ¥Accursio alse used the Web-basad BizFlings recently In responsa ta his business growing.

Acoursia is the proprietor of Dog Guard of the Sunooast, a North Port franchise salling elactronic containment fences
for pets.

"I'm in an expansion phase " D'Aocursio said. "With the expansion, my concern 85 a proprietor was that 1 was taking on
a lot mare financial responsibility. I thought this was the proper time Lo incorporete the business.”

Cracoursio turned o BizFilings Owwow BizFilings.com) te creete an LLC for his business.

"1 actually did it all through their Web site, which s kind of neat,” D'Accursic said. "They have to do the background
zaanch, they have to do a filings search te make sure the name s available. They do that all on my behalf instead of me
hawing to run around,”

Both Bartal and D'&ccursic paid about $250 for the procass, they said,

Various campanies on the Internet, such as waw stateafflorida.com and www form-a-corp.com, offer incorporatian
services for a range of fees.

Forrm-a-corp.cam, Tor instance, advertises on its Web site an LLC farmation packege for $299 plus $125 in Flerida filing
fees. The package Includes an expedited state filing service.

The Flerida Departrment of State’s Division of Corporations {wew. dos.state fl.us) also offers downloadable incorporation
forms en its Web site, free of charge,

But D'Accursic and Bartel bath agres that geing abeut incorparating a business an ana's own, UNlESs 8 pErsan is an
attarney, can be tricky.

"There's & lot of steps you've gat bo teke on your ewn and U'm not an atbarney,” D'Accursio said. "I just figured that &
company that specializes in deing this for businesses, they could take me down the read rather than fumbling down it
myself,”

Bartel said it usually takes about bwe weeks to get his LLC-formation paperwark back from Madisan, Wis.-based
BizFilings.

He said he hasn't considerad using an attemay ar daing the process himself,

“There's samething nice about knowing that semeona is backing wp their work,” Bartel said, “Once | usad BizFilings | was
sart of hooked "



